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Grand Valley offers unique, accelerated MBA program
Grand Valley is offering a unique master’s program that guarantees 
study abroad, a paid fellowship and a stint in Washington, D.C.
The Seidman College of Business is taking applications for a new,  
full-time Master of Business Administration program. This integrated  
and accredited program is the first in West Michigan. The accelerated  
program is accredited by the Association to Advance Collegiate  
Schools of Business and is designed to give students experiences that  
will jump-start their careers and provide immediate opportunities for  
them as business leaders.
The 14-month program is unique in several ways. It is designed for 
recently graduated business students. Unlike traditional MBA programs,  
the new program is integrated in nature, using the full business cycle as a  
framework for lesson plans. Faculty members will team-teach their 
subjects so topics such as raising capital, product launch, and  
operational management are integrated into their coursework. 
Each student will be guaranteed a paid fellowship, which will run 
parallel with classes. This will provide students an opportunity to 
immediately apply the knowledge they have gained through their studies.
Students will also attend the Washington Campus Program in 
Washington, D.C., to gain knowledge of the inner workings of the  
American political system and deepen their understanding of the  
relationship between business and government.
Each student will also participate in a study abroad experience during  
a module focusing on international business. There will be no extra fee to  
study abroad; the cost is built into the tuition.
“This program offers cutting-edge business knowledge developed in  
collaboration with business leaders,” said H. James Williams, dean of the  
Seidman College of Business. “Grand Valley is offering a unique 
Retired leaders will give ‘lessons’ to student audience
Three men with a storied history at Grand  
Valley will share their knowledge with 
students and others during an event 
sponsored by Housing and Residence Life.
“Lessons from a Lifelong Learner” will feature  
Arend D. Lubbers, president emeritus; Glenn  
Niemeyer, provost and vice president of  
academic affairs emeritus; and Ron 
VanSteeland, vice president for finance and  
administration emeritus. Their presentation is  
set for Tuesday, March 15, from 6-7:30 p.m. in  
the Cook-DeWitt Center. A reception will  
follow. 
The three men formed the core of Grand 
Valley’s central administration for more than 
three decades until they all retired in 2001.
Lubbers became president of Grand Valley 
in 1969 at the age of 37, making him one 
of the youngest college presidents in the 
nation. Niemeyer was working as an assistant 
professor of history when Lubbers arrived, 
and VanSteeland’s tenure began in 1966 
when he was named personnel officer.
During an interview for Grand Valley’s 50th 
anniversary, VanSteeland said the three 
men “looked each other in the eye every 
day for almost 30 years.” They also led the 
way for major changes at Grand Valley, 
including closing the cluster college system, 
establishing a presence in downtown Grand 
Rapids, and creating professional academic 
programs in health sciences, nursing, business, 
engineering, social work and education.
Niemeyer once said he credits two factors for 
the trio’s longevity and success. “One was that 
we had great respect for one another,” he said. 
“We enjoyed working with each other; we 
respected what the other was doing; we had 
confidence in each other; we knew each other 
that well. The second factor, I think, was that 
we had so much invested in this university.” 
Lessons from a Lifelong Learner is free and  
open to the public; it is also a LIB 100 approved 
event. RSVP by sending an e-mail to  
lessons@gvsu.edu .
Pictured at the 2008 rededication of the Niemeyer 
Living and Learning Center are, from left, Arend D. 
Lubbers, Glenn Niemeyer and Ron VanSteeland. The 
former administrators will give a presentation on 
March 15 in the Cook-DeWitt Center.
Photo by Amanda Pitts
At right, Frederic Kraft, professor of marketing, talks with MBA students Morgan 
Webb and Joseph Amisi in the DeVos Center. Seidman College of Business is 
accepting applications for a new full-time Master of Business Administration 
program.
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Bunmi Fadase 
Community Service Learning 
Center Coordinator
Bunmi Fadase’s lifelong passion for 
volunteerism was instilled as a child; she now 
works daily with service-learning to lead 
students to grow this passion within themselves. 
“Service is a personal mission of mine,” said 
Fadase. “I was raised to enjoy the whole 
process of giving, helping and serving.”  
After graduating from Grand Valley with a 
degree in public and nonprofit administration, 
Fadase returned only months later in July 
2008 to join the Office of Student Life. Fadase’s 
overarching goal within her work is to get 
students to be active citizens of a global society. 
She does this through building campus and 
community partnerships with students, faculty 
and staff members. She helped organize and 
plan Grand Valley’s first MLK Day of Service in 
2010, the President’s 50-Hour Service Challenge 
and the College Positive Volunteer Training.
“I have a passion for seeing communities 
thrive and do better,” said Fadase. “To guide 
students to make a difference and see students 
grow and help the community is amazing.”
Fadase also supervises the CSLC, which 
serves as a resource 
to students in 
connecting them 
to volunteer 
opportunities that 
align with their 
interests. She 
provides support to 
faculty engaged with 
service-learning, and 
helps with tracking 
and assessment to 
quantify the impact 
students have on 
the community. 
She is also a 
Michigan Campus Compact representative, 
overseeing the Michigan Service Scholars 
AmeriCorps Program on campus.
Her personal community involvement 
intersects with her work, allowing her to 
continuously stay up-to-date on the needs 
of the community. She is the membership 
chair of the Young Nonprofit Professionals 
Network and frequently interacts with 
hundreds of local nonprofit leaders. 
Fadase is a part-time graduate student at 
Grand Valley, pursuing a master’s degree in 
public administration with an emphasis in 
nonprofit management and leadership.  
Other publications by the News and Information 
Services Office include:
Grand Valley Magazine, which is published 
quarterly for the university community. Visit its 
website at www.gvsu.edu/gvmagazine .
Visit Grand Valley’s online publication, GVNow, at 
www.gvsu.edu/gvnow, for daily news updates and 
video features .
GVFaces
Participation numbers released  
for climate survey
More than one-
fourth of all campus 
community mem-
bers participated 
in the myGVSU 
Survey, which asked 
questions related to 
learning, living and 
working at Grand 
Valley.
The survey ended 
February 18. Overall, 
27 percent of all 
students, faculty 
and staff members 
participated in the 
online, anonymous 
survey.
Neal Rogness, co-chair of the Campus Climate Study committee, said 
student participation was at 24 percent, or 6,053 students. More than half 
of all staff members, 55 percent, completed the online survey; and 45 per-
cent of faculty members participated. 
Rogness said preliminary results will be released in the summer, with a 
full report to be presented in the fall.
Incentive gifts were presented to winners. These included an iPad, gift 
cards to area restaurants and an evening at the Broadway Grand Rapids 
production of “Grease” with President Thomas J. Haas and Marcia Haas.
Grand Valley remembers Nancy Baum
Nancy Baum, a Grand Valley friend and educator, died February 28. Baum 
was married for 47 years to Professor Emeritus William Baum, who died 
December 25, 2007. He was a political science professor at Grand Valley 
for 40 years, retiring in May 2005. Their son, Jefferson, taught dance at 
Grand Valley from 2000-2007.
Baum founded Ballet Arts in Grand Haven in 1965 and was named Dance 
Teacher of the Year from the Michigan Dance Council in 1999. Beginning 
in 1974 and over several decades, she frequently taught classes in adjunct 
capacity at Grand Valley and other area colleges.
Ardent supporters of the arts and political sciences, the Baums estab-
lished two endowments at Grand Valley. In 2002, friends and family 
established the Nancy H. Baum Endowment in Dance, to support master 
classes and lectures for Grand Valley dance students. 
The William C. Baum Endowment Fund, established in 1998, reflected 
their shared interests. During even numbered years, the fund supports a 
special speaker on issues in American law. On odd-numbered years, the 
fund supports a recital by a noted pianist. 
MAREC partners with entrepreneurs  
to market solar energy credits
Grand Valley’s Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy Center was 
recently certified as a generator of solar power, allowing the facility to 
gain revenue for the solar power it produces. 
The certification, enabled by the state of Ohio, was developed through 
a partnership with Midwest Solar Aggregation Group, a subsidiary of 
Sustainable Energy Financing, a firm founded by Grand Valley-educated 
entrepreneurs Kyle Denning and Dan Kuipers. 
MAREC is currently the largest solar generator in Michigan to receive 
this certification, and one of a few Michigan solar generators taking 
advantage of the emerging carbon off-set market-based incentive. 
The amount of energy MAREC generates per month translates into solar 
renewable energy credits, called S-RECs, which are traded for cash, and 
will go toward offsetting operating costs at MAREC. “It’s like a commod-
Bunmi Fadase
Photo by Bernadine Carey-Tucker
Incentive winners of dinner and a performance of 
‘Grease’ are pictured with the Haases. Pictured from left 
are Marcia Haas, Neal Rogness, Sherri Nelson, Zachary 
Banks, Regina McClinton and President Thomas J. Haas.
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Workshop will help 
parents prepare to 
send kids to college
A workshop sponsored by Health and Wellness  
is geared toward helping faculty and staff  
members plan for their child’s college  
admission.
“PLAN” (Plan for Laker Admission Now) is  
set for Tuesday, March 15, from 3-4:30 p.m. in  
the Kirkhof Center, room 2270.
Staff members from Grand Valley’s Admissions 
and Financial Aid departments will give 
presentations on how to help parents and  
students navigate this journey to a  
successful college admission.
Register for the workshop at www.gvsu.edu/ 
seminar .
Retirement workshops 
scheduled
Faculty and staff members who are nearing 
retirement are encouraged to attend a 
workshop sponsored by Health and Wellness.
“How to Retire Happy and Informed” will 
be held on three different days, allowing 
employment groups to hear information 
pursuant to their needs. Dates and times follow:
• Clerical, Office and Technical Staff: March 16,  
3-5 p.m., Kirkhof Center, room 2259;
• Maintenance, Grounds Staff: March 24,       
3-5 p.m., Service Building, conference room A;
• Faculty and Staff: April 14, 1-5 p.m., Bicycle  
Factory, room 340.
Presenters will discuss medical benefits,  
financial planning and career transitions. To  
register, visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar . Questions 
can be sent to Sue Sloop at sloops@gvsu.edu .
Impact of pornography 
will be discussed
Several campus departments are sponsoring a 
presentation by Robert Jensen, an expert on the 
impact of pornography on men and women.
“The Price of Pleasure: Pornography, Sexuality  
and Relationships” is set for Wednesday, March 
16, at 6 p.m. in the Kirkhof Center, Pere  
Marquette room. It is sponsored by Women  
and Gender Studies, Counseling Center and  
the Women’s Center; the event is free and  
open to the public.
Jensen is a professor of journalism at the 
University of Texas at Austin. Much of his 
research has focused on pornography and the 
radical feminist critique of sexuality. He is the 
author of numerous books, the latest is Getting 
Off: Pornography and the End of Masculinity. 
During his presentation, Jensen will discuss 
the effect pornography has on society and 
the role the adult industry plays in popular 
culture. A video will be shown; due to its 
mature content, viewer discretion is advised.
Questions about Jensen’s presentation can be 
directed to the Women’s Center at x12748.
Professors to give 
their last lectures
Two professors will 
give a lecture as 
though it  
is the last one they will 
ever present during  
a Student Senate event. 
Sheldon Kopperl, 
professor of 
biomedical sciences, 
and Danielle DeMuth, 
assistant professor of 
women and gender 
studies, will give 
presentations at “Last 
Lecture,” which is set 
for Thursday, March 
17, at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Kirkhof Center, Pere 
Marquette room. 
The events, held at 
universities across the  
nation, are inspired 
by former college 
professor Randy 
Pausch’s speech, 
“The Last Lecture,” 
which focused on 
celebrating the 
life he had always dreamed of instead of 
concentrating on impending death. He died 
almost a year after giving the speech at age 47. 
“This event is a great opportunity for students  
to see professors present a lecture that holds  
special significance to them,” said Lauren  
Kaercher, vice president of educational 
affairs for Student Senate. 
The event is free and open to the public; it is a 
LIB 100 approved event. Pizza will be provided. 
Events to focus on 
funding for the arts
A free public lecture and symposium will  
examine the ongoing debate over government 
funding for the arts. The events are presented  
by Grand Valley’s Department of Art and Design 
in partnership with Grand Rapids Art Museum, 
co-sponsors of the lecture; and Civic Studio 
and the Urban Institute for Contemporary 
Arts, co-sponsors of the symposium.
The events will focus on the work of Lambert 
Zuidervaat, who was active in the cultural 
life of Grand Rapids for 17 years, including 
serving on the board and as president of 
the Urban Institute for Contemporary Arts. 
He is currently a professor of philosophy 
at the Institute for Christian Studies in 
Toronto and director of ICE’s Centre for 
Philosophy, Religion, and Social Ethics.
Zuidervaat’s lecture is on Thursday, March 
17,  7 p.m. in the Cook Auditorium, Grand 
Rapids Art Museum, 101 Monroe Center. It will 
draw from his most recent book, Art in Public: 
Politics, Economics, and a Democratic Culture, 
which proposes an entirely new conception 
of the public role of art, with wide-ranging 
implications for education, politics and cultural  
policy.
The symposium, on Friday, March 18, from  
1-4 p.m. at UICA, will include two parts: first, a 
look at national and historical contexts;  
second, a focus on the local connection in  
Grand Rapids. 
Each part will begin with a report presented 
by students from Grand Valley’s Civic 
Studio, followed by short position papers 
that have been submitted in advance.
For more information, visit the website 
artinpublicingr.wordpress.com .
What’s Ahead
Sheldon Kopperl
Danielle DeMuth
Seidman College of Business to offer unique MBA program
opportunity in West Michigan, which 
will take students into area business, 
Washington and across the globe.”
Sridhar Sundaram, chair of the Finance 
Department, led the development 
of the program content. 
“The goal of this full-time MBA program 
is not just to teach students advanced 
business knowledge, but to create a uniquely 
skilled professional,” Sundaram said.
The deadline for applications is April 15; 
the first cohort is limited to 30 students. 
The program begins June 27. Students 
interested in the program should call 
x17400 or visit www.gvsu.edu/fimba .
continued from page 1
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Kingshuk Majumdar, assistant professor of 
physics, wrote an article, “Spin-Wave Energy  
Dispersion of Frustrated Spin-1/2 Heisenberg  
Antiferromagnet on a Stacked Square Lattice,”  
published in the Journal of Physics: Condensed 
Matter. 
The College of Liberal Arts and Sciences 
received a grant for $57,464 from the National  
Institutes of Health for a research project,  
“Analysis of Candida Albicans Filamentation  
Using SILAC.”
WGVU received a grant for $52,495 from the 
Corporation for Public Broadcasting as part 
of the FY 10 Digital Radio Conversion Fund. 
It received a grant for $7,250 from American 
Documentary for “The Most Dangerous Man in 
America National Public Awareness Campaign.”
Matthew Daley, associate professor of history, 
gave a presentation, “Democracy: Great Lakes  
Shipbuilding during the First World War,”  
at the Tri-Cities Historical Museum  
in Grand Haven.
Annis Water Resources Institute staff 
members Nadia Gillett and Alan Steinman 
co-wrote an article, “An Analysis of Long-Term 
Phytoplankton Dynamics in Muskegon Lake, 
a Great Lakes Area of Concern,” published 
in the Journal of Great Lakes Research.
Bill Ryan, associate professor of music, 
had his composition, “A Simple Place”, 
premiere at Le Poisson Rouge in New York. 
Kim Walton, program coordinator for 
MAREC, gave a presentation, “Renewable 
Energy Education: Have We Got It Right?” 
at the Clean Energy Workforce Education 
Conference in Saratoga, New York. 
David Alvarez, associate professor of English, 
gave a presentation, “Representations of 
‘Bare Life’ and of Death in Recent Moroccan 
Literature of Migration,” as part of a panel 
at the Modern Language Association’s 
convention in Los Angeles, California. 
Faculty and Staff Sketches
General Events
Mon., March 7
Noon-1 p.m.: Health and Wellness hosts 
Divorce Discussion Group. 0042, KC. Call 
x12215 for information.
Wed., March 9
Noon-1 p.m.: Allendale Toastmasters. 2259, 
KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for 
information. 
Thurs., March 10
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University 
Club Room, DEV.  
Noon: Health and Wellness hosts “Foam 
Roller Fun.” 330/340 BIK. Register for ses-
sion at www.gvsu.edu/seminar.
Across Campus
ity – like selling corn – there’s market value 
that’s been assigned to solar energy generation, 
which you can take somewhere and sell on the 
open market,” said Arn Boezaart, director of 
MAREC. 
Boezaart said MAREC is pleased to work with 
Denning and Kuipers to demonstrate renewable 
energy innovation. 
“Kyle and Dan are carving out a unique and pio-
neering business niche that will help to build a 
broader energy marketplace,” he said. “They are 
an example of how business innovation can be 
linked with sustainability principles to generate 
’win-win’ benefits.” 
Mystery posters spark 
interest
Posters sporting a human 
silhouette and the phrase 
“Have you seen me?” are 
showing up around cam-
pus.  
The purpose of the posters 
has not been revealed yet; 
the creators want to spark interest among the 
Grand Valley community. 
Visit Facebook and search for “Respect the 
Distance” to learn more, as bits of information 
will be revealed slowly.
Student receives national 
award for animal  
advocacy
Grand Valley student Lena Spadacene is the 
recipient of a Student Leadership Award from 
the Humane Society of the United States in 
recognition of her work to improve the lives of 
farm animals. 
Spadacene, a native of Midland, worked with 
Campus Dining on the initiative and gathered 
thousands of petitions to make Grand Valley 
Michigan’s first university to exclusively serve 
cage-free eggs.  
The award recognizes students who have made 
substantial progress in reducing animal suffer-
ing and advancing animal welfare on their cam-
puses in 2010. 
“We applaud Lena’s efforts to improve animal 
welfare on campus,” said Wayne Pacelle, presi-
dent and CEO of the Humane Society of the 
United States. 
According to the Humane Society of the United 
States, cage-free hens have up to three times 
more space to walk and spread their wings. In 
2009, Michigan became the second U.S. state to 
pass a law to outlaw cage confinement of hens. 
Spadacene is president of the Humane Society 
of Grand Valley and will graduate in April with 
degrees in psychology and biology.
continued from page 2
Lena Spadacene received the Student Leadership 
Award from the Humane Society of the United States.
